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in July with his wife and three children. He 
declined to give his last name out of fear for 
his family’s security. 

Sitting at his modest dining-room table in 
eastern Paris, a set of moving boxes in the 
next room, he added: ‘‘It bothers me because 
this is not normal; this is not how I remem-
ber France when I was growing up.’’ 

Two weeks ago, Alain said, he woke up to 
find his 13-year-old daughter, Michele, cry-
ing. After a recent attack on two Jewish 
boys not far from her school, she said she 
was too afraid to join her regular car pool. 
Instead, she demanded that he take her to 
school and pick her up, standing guard as she 
entered and exited each day. He has moved 
his work schedule around to accommodate 
her request. 

Asked what she was scared of, Michele, an 
elegant French teenager in a fashionable 
black skirt and white T-shirt, looked down 
and said: ‘‘I’m afraid that what happened in 
Toulouse will happen at my school, too. . . . 
I hear what people say about Jews. And I am 
scared.’’ 

Enter Dieudonné. 
Born to a father from Cameroon and a 

white French mother, Dieudonné, ironically, 
rose to stardom in the 1990s as part of a duo 
act with Élie Semoun, a Jewish comedian. 
But the two grew estranged as Dieudonné’s 
humor became indistinguishable from anti- 
Semitic diatribe. 

In the 2000s, he wooed the far right and the 
far left as his campaign against Zionism 
made him an unlikely symbol for both. 
Throughout the 2000s, he was repeatedly 
fined for making a variety of anti-Semitic 
statements, including his description of Hol-
ocaust commemorations as ‘‘memorial 
porn.’’ 

Blacklisted from mainstream TV shows 
and radio, he nevertheless thrives, with a 
cultlike following on stage and via the Inter-
net, where his satirical videos stand out 
among a rash of new anti-Semitic Web sites 
in France. As he has become less main-
stream, he has traded larger venues for rel-
atively smaller theater spaces where he is 
filling seats with fans across racial, political 
and socioeconomic spectrums. 

Dieudonné is an equal-opportunity of-
fender. His act is a study in provocation, tar-
geting not only Jews but also gays and main-
stream politicians. Yet—as evidenced by the 
T-shirts bearing the quenelle salute on sale 
at his shows—he tends to reserve his tough-
est punch lines for Jews. 

Over the past year, observers say, his de-
pictions have sharply worsened. His act be-
came so offensive that the French govern-
ment in January took the rare step of en-
couraging local jurisdictions to bar his per-
formances. The move forced him to tone 
down his material, largely by deploying in-
ference and shorthand to get his point 
across. 

Mr. WOLF. The denomination’s ac-
tion on Israel stands in stark contrast 
to its inaction on the persecuted 
church in the region. The PCUSA ex-
pressly declined to sign a recently 
issued Pledge of Solidarity and Call to 
Action, which more than 200 religious 
leaders from across the country signed 
on to. 

Representatives of the American 
church came together across ecumeni-
cal lines to pledge to do more to help 
beleaguered minority faith commu-
nities, foremost among them, the an-
cient Christian communities in Egypt, 
Iraq, and Syria. The PCUSA privately 
expressed concern that this action 
would be perceived as an ‘‘anti-Mus-
lim’’ statement. 

The pledge itself was carefully craft-
ed with input from faith leaders here in 
the United States and throughout the 
region and conveyed that the time has 
come for the church in the West to 
‘‘pray and speak with greater urgency 
about this human rights crisis.’’ With 
the PCUSA’s decision not to associate 
itself with the urgent call to action, I 
find myself once again out of step with 
my denomination in profound ways. 

I believe many of the giants of this 
tradition, among them: Reverend Peter 
Marshall of the New York Avenue Pres-
byterian Church, where President Lin-
coln worshipped, and a former Senate 
Chaplain; Reverend Dick Halverson, 
senior pastor of Fourth Presbyterian 
Church and also a Senate Chaplain; 
Reverend Louis Evans, pastor for 18 
years of National Presbyterian Church; 
and Reverend James Boice, pastor of 
Tenth Presbyterian Church in Phila-
delphia would find it difficult to recog-
nize the PCUSA church today. 

f 

INCREASING SEA LEVELS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
today many Members of Congress 
awoke listening to NPR for yet another 
story about Norfolk, Virginia, the area 
of the United States on the eastern 
seaboard where we have seen the most 
rapid increase in the sea level. This 
matters, being home to the largest 
naval base in the world, placing in 
question its long-term survivability. 

A story in The Washington Post sev-
eral weeks ago talked about the impact 
that this is having on the waterfront, 
including one church that is being 
forced to relocate. I love the pastor’s 
comment that his parishioners should 
not have to consult a tide table to de-
termine whether or not they can go to 
church. 

The morning news also included the 
Supreme Court’s third affirmation of 
the power of the EPA to regulate 
greenhouse gases, setting hopefully at 
rest the long-term battle over whether 
or not we can deal with this critical 
area of carbon pollution. 

We also have seen a media blitz from 
a coalition of respected senior offi-
cials—Republicans, Democrats, and 
Independents stretching back to the 
Nixon administration—talking about 
the impact of climate change, particu-
larly as it deals with business. We have 
had a report from four Republican EPA 
administrators talking about the need 
to support the EPA’s effort with the 
new rule for carbon emissions. 

Today, on the steps of Capitol Hill as 
I passed, there were representatives 
from the Citizens Climate Lobby from 
all over the country who are fanning 
out across the Capitol making their 
case. 

b 1015 
Mr. Speaker, the science is, in fact, 

clear. We have very severe problems as-

sociated with carbon pollution and the 
impacts that humans have had on cli-
mate. We are looking at reports that 
ought to sober everybody around here, 
tripling the number of days of 95 de-
gree-plus weather, thinking about the 
impacts that rising sea level is going to 
have on coastal States. 

Louisiana, for example, is looking at 
up to 5 percent of their insurable land 
being underwater by midcentury, per-
haps 20 percent by the turn of the cen-
tury. There is $1.5 trillion of insurable 
properties that is likely to be under-
water. 

It is time for us to stop debating the 
science. The science is, in fact, clear. It 
is time for us to look at opportunities. 
The EPA rule is going to go into effect. 
We all ought to be engaged with taking 
advantage of the flexibility that has 
been proposed by the administration to 
fine-tune it to the needs and opportuni-
ties in our State. 

It is important that we start work on 
the implementation of a revenue-neu-
tral carbon tax. Virtually every ex-
pert—conservative, liberal, economists, 
even many business leaders—agrees 
that having a revenue-neutral carbon 
tax to change the habits of American 
business and households, using the rev-
enues to reduce the impact on lower-in-
come citizens and on small business, is 
the quickest, fastest way to be able to 
make progress on climate protection. 

We can, in fact, slow the impact, and 
we can prepare for what we cannot 
avoid. 

Experts in climate science, joined by 
hardheaded business people and citizen 
activists, all agree that it is time for 
Congress to get engaged, for Congress 
to stop this active denial, and come to-
gether on simple commonsense steps 
that we can make to strengthen our 
communities to slow the increase of 
climate change and be able to prepare 
for stronger opportunities in our local 
economies as we move to take advan-
tage of this. 

Everybody should take action, so 
that all our families can be safer, 
healthier, and more economically se-
cure. 

f 

ENERGY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, en-
ergy is vital to every aspect of Amer-
ican life. Working families, retirees, 
and businesses—large and small—are 
all depending upon reliable and afford-
able energy. An unwelcome increase in 
the electric bill leaves many families 
no other option but to cut elsewhere. 

For businesses, higher energy costs 
mean less money to invest in jobs or 
expansion. As business costs increase, 
so does the price of goods down the 
line, triggering a chain reaction felt 
throughout the economy. 

Unfortunately, the Obama adminis-
tration’s policies are contributing to 
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the rise in energy costs with policies 
that discourage exploration of domes-
tic resources and attempt to bypass 
Congress to implement cap-and-trade. 
A major way to improve reliability and 
affordability is to produce more energy 
here at home. 

I am pleased to join my colleagues as 
we debate energy solutions and ad-
vance an all-of-the-above energy policy 
to power economic growth and job cre-
ation. 

f 

CELEBRATING IMMIGRANT 
HERITAGE MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Connecticut (Ms. ESTY) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, this month, 
as we celebrate Immigrant Heritage 
Month, we reflect upon unique back-
grounds and honor our collective his-
tory, but the reality is that our current 
immigration system is badly broken. 

Immigration reform is not only the 
right thing to do morally, it is the 
right thing to do for our economy. 
Businesses in Connecticut and across 
the Nation are demanding that we have 
immigration reform, so that they can 
hire employees and expand their busi-
nesses. 

I have heard from manufacturers and 
from biotech companies in my own dis-
trict who are eager to hire new engi-
neers and Ph.D.’s, but our current sys-
tem forces most of the best and bright-
est who come from around the world, 
who train at our research institutions 
here in the United States, trained at 
taxpayer expense, we force them to 
leave this country, taking their talents 
with them. 

I have met with dairy farmers in 
Connecticut who cannot find enough 
laborers to work on their farms. Farm-
ers are demanding that Congress re-
form our immigration system to pro-
vide a reliable and stable workforce, so 
that they can continue to provide local 
food, milk, and cheese for our families. 

There are 11 million immigrants who 
are ready to emerge from the shadows, 
ready to join the workforce, and to 
grow our economy: people like Maria, a 
mother of three from Meriden, who 
brought her family here to build a bet-
ter life; people like Camila and Caro-
lina—twin sisters, honor students— 
from Danbury, who cofounded Con-
necticut Students for a DREAM, to 
help DREAMers navigate the immigra-
tion system. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time for Congress 
to act. Let’s honor our Nation of immi-
grants by passing comprehensive immi-
gration reform that secures our bor-
ders, keeps our families together, and 
creates an earned path to citizenship. 

f 

AFGHANISTAN 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, last week, I 
voted against the Defense Appropria-

tions bill because of $79.4 billion in-
cluded it included in OCO funding. 

During the amendment process, I 
joined many of my colleagues in both 
parties in voting to stop funding the 
war in Afghanistan after 2014. 

Unfortunately, we were unsuccessful 
in this effort, and I am on the floor of 
the House today because the American 
people are frustrated with the adminis-
tration and with Congress for con-
tinuing to spend taxpayer money over-
seas in unnecessary military interven-
tions. I share this frustration with the 
American people. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to bring to the 
attention of the House an article in the 
Daily Journal Online titled ‘‘No End 
for Afghanistan’s War on the United 
States Taxpayer’’—‘‘No End for Af-
ghanistan’s War on the United States 
Taxpayer,’’ which states: 

John F. Sopko, the Special Inspector Gen-
eral for Afghanistan Reconstruction, known 
as SIGAR, may have taken Uncle Sam and 
shaken him by the lapels last month, but the 
media missed it. Americans, however, need 
to hear how Sopko, in an address at the Mid-
dle East Institute in Washington, D.C., laid 
out why Afghanistan remains ‘‘relevant’’— 
and a cause for outrage—for every U.S. tax-
payer and policymaker. In short, Afghani-
stan is on life support, and Joe Citizen is its 
permanent IV. 

These are the words of John Sopko. 
This article goes on to say: 

SIGAR, on the job since 2008, has produced 
118 audits and inspection reports and made 23 
quarterly reports to Congress. Nothing 
seems to penetrate the Capitol dome, how-
ever. 

Mr. Speaker, this brings me to a 
quote by Pat Buchanan, with whom I 
agree strongly on foreign policy issues: 

Is it not a symptom of senility to be bor-
rowing from the world, so we can defend the 
world? 

How appropriate a statement is that? 
We are a debtor nation that has to bor-
row money every year to pay the debts 
of our own Nation, and we borrow 
money to spend overseas in foreign 
areas. It makes no sense. 

That is why I am so disappointed 
that, last week, we were unable to put 
a stop on the waste, fraud, and abuse of 
the American taxpayer money in Af-
ghanistan. 

Now, when we also must consider the 
collapse of Iraq, I am reminded of a 
quote from our country’s first Presi-
dent, in a letter from George Wash-
ington to James Monroe, and I quote 
Washington: 

I have always given it as my decided opin-
ion that no nation has a right to intermeddle 
in the concerns of another, that everybody 
has a right to form and adopt whatever gov-
ernment they liked best to live under them-
selves. 

Mr. Speaker, beside me is a poster of 
military carrying the casket of an 
American soldier killed in either Iraq 
or Afghanistan. I bring this to the floor 
because, this past weekend, we had 
three marines from Camp Lejeune— 
which is in the district I represent, the 
Third District of North Carolina—three 
marines in the engineering battalion in 

Afghanistan helping to build roads in 
Afghanistan. The three were shot and 
killed. 

That is why I continue to join my 
colleagues, and both parties come to 
this floor and to say to the Congress: 
you are not listening to the American 
people, the American people are sick 
and tired of their sons and daughters 
dying in foreign lands, borrowing 
money from the Chinese to pay for that 
development in those foreign lands, 
and we continue to have more and 
more losing their life and their limbs. 

It is time for the Congress to listen 
to the American people. They are the 
ones that elect us to come here to rep-
resent their views and their interests, 
and we are not listening to them as it 
relates to Afghanistan. 

I pray for our men and women in uni-
form, their families, and pray for the 
families who have given a child dying 
for freedom in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

f 

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF YOSEMITE 
NATIONAL PARK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. COSTA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, this year 
marks the 150th anniversary of the Yo-
semite Grant Act that was signed into 
law in 1864 by then-President Abraham 
Lincoln and the creation of Yosemite 
National Park, one of our Nation’s 
greatest treasures. 

Yosemite receives over 4 million visi-
tors annually, all who come to experi-
ence our breathtaking scenery and 
wonderment that the park provides for 
all Americans. 

As a Californian and a longtime park 
supporter since my early childhood, I 
understand the importance of safe-
guarding our precious national re-
sources. 

Yosemite is an integral part of our 
communities and our country, and it is 
also a great source of pride for all Cali-
fornians. Therefore, we must work to-
gether, despite the challenges that we 
face, to not only preserve Yosemite Na-
tional Park for future generations to 
come, but for all of America’s great 
natural resources. 

Yosemite is just one of many of the 
crown jewels of America’s national 
park system. Its beautiful and majestic 
park is, obviously, something to behold 
and where visitors come every year 
from not only across America, but 
from throughout the world. 

For all Americans, we must remem-
ber that Yosemite National Park rep-
resents among the best of America. As 
it has been said before: America’s na-
tional parks, perhaps America’s best 
idea. 

Therefore, it is my honor to celebrate 
the 150th anniversary of Yosemite Na-
tional Park, the first park designated 
in our country. 

f 

23 IN 1—DEL RIO, TEXAS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. GALLEGO) for 5 minutes. 
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